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6th November 2017 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

ELECTION FOR PARENT GOVERNOR 

 

I am writing to let you know the names of the parents who are standing as candidates in the 

parent governor election.  These are as follows: 

 

1. Andy Chevalier 

2. David Lara 

3. Catherine Newman 

4. David Round 

5. Jonathan Russell 

6. Chris Taylor 

 

Elections for the parent governor position will take place on  

 

Thursday 16 November, from 8.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. 

 

Short statements by each candidate are attached and will be displayed near to the ballot box 

on election day to support you in casting your vote. 

 

To vote in person, you should come to the Shooting Stars Room on Thursday 16 November 

between 8.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. to collect your ballot paper and cast your vote. 

 

If you cannot come to the school to vote you can apply for a postal vote which you must request 

in advance.  If you would like a postal vote then fill in the attached request form and send it to 

the school office by Friday 10 November at the lastest.  Otherwise no ballot paper will be sent to 

you and you will need to come in to the school to vote. 

 

Postal Vote must be received by the School Office by 6.00pm on Thursday 16 November. 

 

We ask as many parents/carers as possible to cast their votes because Parent Governors play a 

key role in dealing with the issues which affect our school and helping to shape the future 

direction the school takes. 

 

We hope to see you at the ballot box on Thursday 16 November. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Sophia Henderson 

Acting Headteacher 

 

Enclosures: Postal vote request form 

  Candidate statements 
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Request for Postal Vote 

 

 

I WOULD LIKE A POSTAL VOTE FOR THE ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR AT SUDBOURNE 

PRIMARY SCHOOL ON THURSDAY 16 NOVEMBER. 

 

I AM A PARENT/CARER OF 

 

 NAME OF CHILD: ............................................................................ 

 

 ADDRESS:  ........................................................................…. 

 

    ..........................................................................… 

  

 SIGNATURE:  ..........................................................................… 

 

 

(if a postal vote is required by another Parent/Carer please complete details below also) 

 

I AM A PARENT/CARER OF  

 

 NAME OF CHILD: ............................................................................ 

 

 ADDRESS:  ........................................................................…. 

 

    ..........................................................................… 

  

 SIGNATURE:  ..........................................................................… 

 

 

 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: SCHOOL OFFICE 

 

BY FRIDAY 10 NOVEMBER AT THE LATEST 
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Parent Governor Candidate Statements 

 

NAME   Andy Chevalier 

CHILD’S CLASS  Nursery  

Hi, my name is Andy Chevalier and I’m a new parent to Sudbourne school. Having said that, my 

wife Jo has been a member of staff here for nine years and so I know the school well and the 

many aspects of this community. We love Sudbourne and we’re delighted that our little three 

year old son, Barney, has settled so happily into the nursery here.  

For several years I have looked forward to being a parent to a child at Sudbourne with a 

particular hope of becoming a parent governor. The role of the governors is vital to the safe and 

stable running of a school, maintaining the creative, nurturing and aspirational values that I have 

witnessed here over many years. At this time of exciting development for the school, it is crucial to 

have a governorship team that want the very best for the school, for the children, the staff as well 

as our wider community including us as parents.  

Although my main work now is as an actor and voice over artist, I have spent many years working 

for several charities who see healthy community growth as central to their existence. I have 

worked as a Children’s Worker, Communications Director and Operations Executive and would 

utilise that experience in my capacity on the governing team. I would hope that my particular 

interests in communication, community development and team building would serve the school 

well as we look towards the expansion of the school whilst maintaining its ethos.  

Just as Barney has been enjoying his early days of Sudbourne life (meeting new people, making 

friends and learning how it all works), so too have I been enjoying those very same things. I’m 

really excited to get more involved in our Sudbourne community. 
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NAME   David Lara 

CHILD’S CLASS  Class 10 

I am a scientist with a PhD in Physics from Imperial College London. My day job is to invent new 

products and technologies. I have been leading the technical development of medical devices 

and consumer products, and am now working for Microsoft Research developing some exciting 

brand new technologies. 

I know how to build microscopes, telescopes, flu detection systems, molecular diagnostics tests. I 

can code, program microprocessors, design electronics, build robots, machine vision systems. As 

a product developer, I also know what it takes to go from a simple idea to a technical solution 

into the market. And I’d love to help to continue to expose our Sudbourne kids to the many sides 

of what goes into technology development. 

Another part of my work is to identify areas of potential improvement, to engage with the 

relevant stakeholders, and to work together towards a great solution. I often have to make 

proposals to company boards, and have significant training in constructive auditing of internal 

processes (technical, program, budgets). In the governors body, I believe I can help with data 

analysis, science and engineering insights, project and budget management, planning, and 

pitches in possible external meetings. 

Outside the day job I am also training to become a yoga teacher, and have experienced the 

great mental and emotional benefits of practicing Mindfulness. I am so happy that Sudbourne 

has such a strong awareness of these practices. It was truly awesome to visit the Growth Mindset 

booth during the last Sudbourne Information Fair. I have been considering applying to join the 

governors body for a few months now, and I am very excited about this opening. I work 4 days a 

week, with 2 of them from home, which will give me time to put a lot of energy into the role. 

I strongly believe that one of the most amazing/rewarding ways to have an impact on our world is 

to contribute as best as we can towards the Mental, Emotional, and Physical wellbeing of our own 

communities. As a governor of Sudbourne Primary School I can make use of my skills and 

experience for this great purpose. 
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NAME   Catherine Newman 

CHILD’S CLASS  Class 6 and 8 

I am mum to Marcy (class 6 ) and Betty (class 8) and Cora, who attends Holmewood Nursery 

School. I am very interested in becoming a parent governor and being able work with the school 

to maintain and improve standards. If elected, I would be sure to have conversations with as 

many parents as possible in order to be able to accurately relay parent views to the governing 

body and the school leadership team.  

I worked as a secondary school teacher in two London schools (Holland Park School and 

Dunraven School) until I left to start my family in 2009. Consequently I have plenty of experience of 

the workings of secondary schools from a teacher’s perspective. In the academic year of 2012-13 

I volunteered at Sudbourne assisting in the Phase 1 classrooms and was able to experience the 

day to day life of the school and to see the excellent practice that it is known for in action. This 

was a fascinating insight and I learned just how complex primary education is. We lived in 

Canada in 2014-15 and Marcy had her first year of school there, so I got the brief opportunity to 

see a different education system in action from a parent’s perspective, which was another 

fascinating insight.  

I have been a keen supporter of the Fair Funding for Schools campaign which continues to put 

pressure on the government. Our schools can only flourish if they are given the funds to do so, and 

to fail to do that will disenfranchise our children and our country.  

I am now combining looking after my 3 children with running a language teaching business and 

would be keen to take on the opportunity of being a parent governor were I to be elected.  
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NAME   David Round 

CHILD’S CLASS  Class 6 

I would love the opportunity to serve as a parent governor at Sudbourne Primary School, which 

my daughter Winter joined last year and which I hope her younger brother Atticus will soon 

attend. This exciting time in the development of the school will require great commitment and 

leadership from its governing body, something that I would relish.  

Regarding the skills, experience and attributes that the school is seeking in a new governor, these 

are the areas in which I could be most help: 

● Budget management experience: I have worked in private sector companies for over 25 

years, managing budgets from 1996 onwards. 

● Experience of procurement / purchasing: I have been a buyer in the wine trade since 

1996, working for Berry Bros & Rudd, Laithwaites, Bancroft Wines and Jascots Wine Merchants, 

purchasing wines from all over the world for sale in the UK. 

● Experience of being a board member or chair in another sector: I was Buying & Marketing 

Director (and board member) for Bancroft Wines from 2004 - 2009 and then Director of 

Purchasing, PR & Marketing (and board member) for Jascots Wine Merchants from 2009 - 2013. 

Since 2013 I have been a director at Big Fish Little Fish Productions Ltd, a Brixton-based events 

company running family raves around the UK and abroad. 

● Links with the community and local businesses: I have lived in Brixton for over a decade 

and my two children have been born here. My partner and I have set up a successful, locally-

based company.  

My entire career has involved building and maintaining relationships with customers, suppliers, 

colleagues and stakeholders, while my self-employment would allow me great flexibility to carry 

out the duties of a governor. 

I am keen to contribute more to the local community and in particular support the school during 

this crucial time with my experience and skills.  
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NAME   Jonathan Russell 

CHILD’S CLASS  Nursery 

As a family, we have been involved with Sudbourne School since our son Henry started in the 

nursery. Like a lot of other parents we have met, we were immediately bowled over by the ethos, 

energy and excitement of the school. Henry is loving being there and we are immensely grateful 

for that.  

It strikes me the success of the school comes from the the dedicated and coordinated input from 

all the teachers, parents, governors and children. There are challenges, the question of 

expansion, pressure on budgets and changes in staff all have to be managed. What is clear 

though, and very encouraging, is that the school is doing a very good job of dealing with all these 

things. This is the reason why, what I want to bring to the role of Parent Governor can be summed 

up in four words - more of the same.  

In my professional life I’ve been lucky enough to work as a journalist on local, regional and 

national newspapers, teaching (for a very short time) and now I run my own business. Like all small 

business owners I have to deal with everything - budgeting, procurement, employment, planning - 

all skills that I hope would be of use to Sudbourne. More importantly, being self-employed means I 

know I have the time available. I’d love to spend some of that time helping our school.  
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NAME   Chris Taylor 

CHILD’S CLASS  Class 9 

As a father of one current and one likely future Sudbourne pupil, I am passionate about ensuring 

that Sudbourne continues to thrive as a supportive and successful school that gives all pupils the 

best start in life. 

I have been working as an economist for the government for the past 16 years so I am 

comfortable working with numbers, but I always try to think about what is missing from the 

numbers to reflect what people value. I have spent most of my career working on climate 

change, but have also worked on development/aid as well as in the Treasury. 

I currently work with the Government’s Chief Scientist including a project looking at the future of 

skills with the Department for Education.  

I am used to taking in a wide variety of views and weighing up trade-offs before giving balanced 

advice to help ensure that Ministers (usually) make sound decisions. 

I have lots of experience with business cases, budgets and running procurement processes. Across 

my career I have been effective at engaging with a wide variety of people, and always try to 

treat everyone with respect. I instinctively take an analytical approach and I’m accustomed to 

providing constructive challenge to others work and helping to develop solutions. 

School funding and expansion pressures, along with the change in leadership, means that 

Sudbourne may face some big challenges in the coming years, and I want to be part of ensuring 

that the school continues to deliver for all current and future pupils.  

It would be a great honour for me to be a representative for all the parents if I was fortunate 

enough to be appointed as a governor. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


